Time for a Repositioning 137
United Nations signified the increased importance of the world polity vis-`a-vis national states. Whereas the League had been limited in its membership and its resources, the United Nations aspired to universal membership and built an elaborate bureaucratic machine. The United Nations was far from being a world government, and had few coercive powers of enforcement, but it offered a public forum for the expression of opinions and proposals that individual national states may outlaw. Thus, the growth of the world polity after World War II represented a significant international political opportunity.
These novel institutions embodied a spirit not only of internationalism, but also of universalism (Cassin, 1968) and creation of a universal man (Haraway, 1990) . A new global ethos was in the making with the goal of a post-war pacification and a rescue of the lost values of humanity after war's atrocity. Hence in December 1948, the UN adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, recognizing "the inherent dignity and ... the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the human family." At least theoretically, there was no place for hierarchical and discriminatory views in this inclusionist and egalitarian ideology of personhood (Barrett and Kurzman, 2004) .
The emergence of a new set of global norms (ibid.) necessitated a shift in scientific practice and ideas and a new place for science in human affairs. 1945 was a political and ethical watershed, and it is unthinkable that the same science of human nature that marked the interwar period, with its bold biologism, social engineering, and racist attitudes, could survive intact into the novel scenario. The naïve and bold scientism that dominated the interwar moral economy was now an object of suspicion, at least among more sensitive intellectuals, although popular perceptions remained highly scientistic (especially in the U.S., where technocratic optimism remained widespread, see Taylor 1988). Science -from Nazi experiments to the atomic bomb -could have sinister implications, and all kinds of scientists, physicists or biologists, brought now the weight of a heavier responsibility. As Albert Camus commented two days after Hiroshima, "Any city of average size can be totally razed by a bomb the size of a soccer ball" (quoted in Gordin, 2009). A new perception was of the social meaning of science was taking place.
The immediate post-war years, beginning the second era of political biology, were a time of both consolidation and flux. From the viewpoint of our analysis two factors stand out. Firstly molecular biology, a new highly successful research program sets in motion since the 1930s (Olby, 1974; Kay, 1993) had a key role in closing the dispute between hard and soft
